AIDS and tuberculosis in Spain. A report of 140 cases.
From January 1984 to October 1990, 140 of 392 (35.7%) patients with the acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) were found to have had tuberculosis. One hundred and sixteen were intravenous drug abusers and 16 were homosexual men. Fever, cough, weight loss and generalised lymphadenopathy were common features of their illness. Tuberculin skin tests were negative in 74% and 55% had intraabdominal lymphadenopathy. The chest radiographs showed hilar lymphadenopathy and lower lobe interstitial or alveolar infiltrates, but rarely cavitation. Forty-one of our patients had pulmonary tuberculosis, 38 had extra pulmonary and in 61 it was disseminated. In 80 cases tuberculosis was the presenting feature of AIDS. Tuberculosis usually responded well to chemotherapy.